SPECIAL OLYMPICS TEAM USA
2011 SPECIAL OLYMPICS WORLD SUMMER GAMES

Sport Coach Job Description

In June-July 2011, the Special Olympics World Summer Games will take place in and around Athens, Greece.  317 Team USA athletes will compete in the following sports (number of sport coach positions are in parenthesis):


Aquatics (9)


Athletics (11)


Basketball

Bocce (5)


Bowling (7)


Cycling (1)

Equestrian (2)


Football (Soccer) 

Golf (6)

Artistic Gymnastics (2)
Rhythmic Gymnastics

Kayaking


Powerlifting (3)

Sailing (3)


Softball


Tennis (3)


Volleyball


*Team USA will not be selecting coaches in team sports, Rhythmic Gymnastics or


   Kayaking

Coaches selected to represent Team USA at the 2011 Special Olympics World Summer Games must be well educated in coaching and demonstrate qualities that include sportsmanship, dedication to quality training, understand the rules of the sport, and have the ability to function well as a part of a team.  All selected coaches will serve a dual role of both coach and chaperone.

Coaches selected as members of Team USA will work with other coaches and athletes from across the US.  They will work under the direction of their Sport Manager, Asst. Sport Managers, Head Coach and the Team USA Management Team Directors.

TO ALL APPLICANTS
Before completing this application, it is important to understand the commitment necessary to be part of the coaching staff for Team USA.  Coach responsibilities are outlined below and in the Team USA Code of Conduct.  All information collected during the application process will be kept strictly confidential.

MINIMUM STANDARDS
Coaches must meet minimum standards for their application to be considered.  Each US Program has the right to enhance these standards to further strengthen the parameters for becoming a coach for Team USA.  The minimum standards set forth by Team USA are as follows:

· Must have a current Special Olympics certification in the sport for which you are applying

· A minimum of 2 years experience coaching Special Olympics athletes

· Must be a minimum of 21 years of age by March 1, 2011
· Must be able to obtain a US passport and a current physical

· Must be a registered Class A Volunteer within your US Program and have taken Protective Behaviors
· Must abide by the Team USA Code of Conduct 

· Must be willing and able to serve as both a sport specific coach and an athlete chaperone for all Team USA activities leading up to and during the Games.  This includes 24 hour/day supervision of athletes during travels, at training camp and Games time

· Must be able to supervise the distribution of  prescribed medication to athletes (if appropriate)

· Must be willing to maintain ongoing contact with assigned athlete’s, their family/guardians, and their local coach 

TIME COMMITMENT
All coaches are expected to be available to participate in all of the following:

· Must be able to attend the 2011 National Training Camp – Date/Location is TBD.

· All coaches must be able to be out of the country, away from their families and jobs, from approximately June 16 – July 6, 2011 (exact travel dates will be set at a later date)

· Attend and participate in other activities as scheduled by your US Program
SELECTION PROCESS
In order to be considered for a Team USA coaching position, applicants will go through the following process:

· All applicants must complete the information requested on the Coach Application Form

· All applicants must read the Team USA Code of Conduct and sign a statement acknowledging you will follow the guidelines.  
· All applications will be turned into the address below by the deadline

· Once a coach is selected, their application will be kept on file until the conclusion of the 2011 Games evaluation process
Thank you for your interest in being a part of Team USA.  

Please complete the attached application and return it to:

Special Olympics staff: Please attach a copy of this individual’s Volunteer Background Check and Protective Behaviors verification.

Email, fax or mail this form with applicant attachments and current Volunteer Background Check and Protective Behaviors verification to:

Chris Hahn, President/CEO

Special Olympics Kansas

5280 Foxridge Drive

Mission, Kansas 66202

If you have questions contact Chris:  913-236-9290 ext. 104 - hahnc@ksso.org – 913-236-9771 (fax)
Deadline – February 16, 2010

Sportsmanship * Teamwork * Accountability * Integrity * Responsibility

